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Levels 1 and 2

Reading Level:
Level 1 — 4.0
Level 2 — 5.0

Reading Bridge is grounded in scientifically based 
reading research strongly emphasizing vocabulary 
development and direct teaching of comprehension 
skills.

Reading Bridge provides a transition from Reading
Milestones to general reading materials.

Features 
• Rich variety of literature
• Paced introduction of vocabulary and sentence 

structures
• Simplified reading level for titles commonly used 

in mainstream curricula 

Reading Bridge 
Reading Bridge provides reading materials at 
the 4th and 5th grade levels and creates a bridge 
from Reading Milestones to mainstream books. 
Vocab-ulary, language structures, and compre-
hension skills are introduced in the same spi-
raling, research-based approach as in Reading
Milestones but at an accelerated rate and a more 
advanced level. Experience with the earlier edi-
tions of Reading Milestones and feedback from 
users indicated that students desire a more adult-
looking product. Reading Bridge meets this need. 
This alternative series is effective with a variety 
of learners with language and reading delays. 
Students who are hard of hearing, students with 
learning disabilities and those learning English as a 
second language can greatly benefit from this pro-
gram.

As required by the No Child Left Behind Act, 
Reading Bridge is grounded in scientifically based 
reading research. The purpose of Reading Bridge
is to provide extensive exposure to advanced read-
ing materials and to provide practice in the higher 
level comprehension skills needed for understand-
ing those reading materials. The major reading 
skills emphasized are comprehension, vocabulary 
and concept development, and research and study 
skills.

Comprehension
• Background knowledge is utilized
• Literal and inferential questions are asked
• Strategies for answering various types of ques-

tions are taught
• Metacognitive strategies are emphasized
• Figurative language elements are introduced sys-

tematically

Reading Bridge Supports the Reading First 
Initiatives of the No Child Left Behind Act (2001)
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Vocabulary and Concept Development
• Word Identification is taught through structural 

analysis and contextual analysis
• Classification activities help readers relate new 

knowledge to what they already know
• Multiple meanings of vocabulary words are 

taught with an emphasis on the more abstract 
meanings

Research and Study Skills
• Using maps and graphs
• Note taking
• Story Maps
• Library skills
• Summarizing

There are two levels in Reading Bridge. Mosaic
and Patterns make up level 1. Tapestry and 
Kaleidoscope are the readers in level 2. Each level 
has two readers, two workbooks and two teacher’s 
guides.

Reading Bridge applies the same systematic 
approach found in Reading Milestones, and con-
trols the emphasis of certain syntactic structures 
in each story. Reading Bridge readers also explore 
a variety of interesting and appealing topics 
enriched by attractive illustrations and photo-
graphs. Students will read about Olympic medalist 
Babe Didrikson’s athletic career or the eruption 
of Mount St. Helens. Traditional literary formats 
include biographies, poems, information stories, 
fables and folktales, adventures, mysteries, myths, 
and plays. 

Features of the Readers include:
• Questions at the beginning of each story which 

assess and activate students’ prior knowledge
• Questions at the end of each story and at the mid-

dle and end of each unit which assess students’ 
comprehension

• A Glossary at the back of each text which pro-

vides vocabulary definitions and sample sen-
tences

Features of the Workbooks include:
• Lessons which correspond to each reader and 

provide practice in comprehension skills
• A cumulative review of important information
• Extra activities for students who need them
• Vocabulary which reinforces that used in the 

readers
• Clear and unambiguous instructions
• Student response modes which entail mostly 

reading and writing

Features of the Teacher’s Guides include:
• A discussion of the foundations for Reading

Bridge
• Scope and Sequence Chart for each book
• Activities and suggestions for teaching and 

assessing specific skills
• Suggested questions to supplement those in the 

students’ text
• Answer Key for workbook activities
• Enrichment activities
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The Witch in the Woods

The Witch in the Woods

IMPORTANT WORDS
alligator
clatter
dilapidated
doubt
exhausted
impossible
infested
malicious
objected

REVIEW WORDS
complain
explore
imagination
mischievous
object
relieved
suitcases
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Lilly and Her Sisters

IMPORTANT WORDS
crude
emeralds
glistened
gorgeous
hesitated
homely
pearls
pierced
stable 
stallions

REVIEW WORDS
banquet
bossy
crystal
elderly
manners
responsibility
royal
rubies
treasure



1�

Lilly and Her Sisters
M

OS
AI

C 
PA

TT
ER

N
S 

TA
PE

ST
RY

 K
AL

EI
DO

SC
OP

E



 1�

M
OSAIC PATTERN

S TAPESTRY KALEIDOSCOPE
Lilly and Her Sisters



1�

Lilly and Her Sisters
M

OS
AI

C 
PA

TT
ER

N
S 

TA
PE

ST
RY

 K
AL

EI
DO

SC
OP

E



 1�

M
OSAIC PATTERN

S TAPESTRY KALEIDOSCOPE
Lilly and Her Sisters



1�

Lilly and Her Sisters
M

OS
AI

C 
PA

TT
ER

N
S 

TA
PE

ST
RY

 K
AL

EI
DO

SC
OP

E



 1�

M
OSAIC PATTERN

S TAPESTRY KALEIDOSCOPE
Lilly and Her Sisters



The Laurence Boy

IMPORTANT WORDS
abroad
aristocratic
curling iron
eldest
lively
maroon
mortified
narrator
polka
scorched
waltzing

REVIEW WORDS
bonbons
carriage
forehead
manage
rather
sprained
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The Lowly Weed:  
Friend or Enemy?

IMPORTANT WORDS
calcium cycle
cocklebur
ecological balance
ecology
food chain
lowly
persistent
phenomenon
rose hip
undesirable

REVIEW WORDS
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