
© On The Mark Press • S&S Learning Materials		  OTM-1889 • SSR1-89 Just for Girls!

Just for Girls!
Reading Comprehension

Grades 3-6

Written by Jody J. Little
Illustrated by Daniel Nogales 

ISBN: 978-1-55035-916-9 
Copyright 2008

All Rights Reserved * Printed in Canada

Permission to Reproduce
Permission is granted to the individual teacher who purchases one copy of this book to reproduce the student activity material for use in 
his/her classroom only.  Reproduction of these materials for an entire school or for a school system, or for other colleagues or for com-
mercial sale is strictly prohibited.  No part of this publication may be transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the publisher.  “We acknowledge the financial support of the Government 
of Canada through the Book Publishing Industry Development Program (BPIDP) for this project.”

Published in Canada by:
S&S Learning Materials
15 Dairy Avenue
Napanee, Ontario
K7R 1M4
www.sslearning.com

About the author: 
Jody Little is a former elementary and middle school teacher. She is currently a 

freelance children’s writer, working on projects in both the educational and trade 
markets. Recently, she completed her first children’s novel and is working on novel 

number two. She lives in Portland, Oregon, with her husband and two children.

Published in the U.S.A by:
On The Mark Press 

3909 Witmer Road  PMB 175
Niagara Falls, New York

14305
www.onthemarkpress.com



© On The Mark Press • S&S Learning Materials		  OTM-1889 • SSR1-89 Just for Girls!3

Table of Contents

At A Glance............................................................................................................................. 2
Assessment Rubric – Teacher................................................................................................ 4
Assessment Rubric – Student Self-Assessment.................................................................... 5
Read Aloud Observation Form.............................................................................................. 6
Teacher Suggestions............................................................................................................... 7
Grade 3 Fiction
	 Tessa Wants a Kitten ……………………………………………………………....................... 8
	 Dreaming of a Fairy Godmother ................................................................................... 11	
	 Little Sisters are a Pain! ................................................................................................ 14
Grade 3 Nonfiction
	 Spicy Pumpkin Cake .................................................................................................... 18	
           The Famous Smith Show Horses .................................................................................. 21	
           Jump Rope for Fun and Fitness..................................................................................... 24
Grade 4 Fiction
	 Princess Falling Rock.................................................................................................... 27
	 The New Ballerina........................................................................................................ 30
	 The Vanishing Bracelet.................................................................................................. 33
Grade 4 Nonfiction
	 You CAN Sing Better.................................................................................................... 36
	 Gymnastics Rocks!........................................................................................................ 39
	 The Bravery of Harriet Tubman .................................................................................... 42
Grade 5 Fiction
	 Too Old for a Babysitter ............................................................................................... 45
	 Can I Be Friends with an Aries?   .................................................................................. 48
	 Embarrassing Moments ................................................................................................ 52
Grade 5 Nonfiction
	 Hilary Duff .................................................................................................................. 56
	 My Day at the Food Bank  ........................................................................................... 59
	 Guide Dog Trainer  ...................................................................................................... 63
Grade 6 Fiction
	 The Story of Diwali   .................................................................................................... 67
	 The Cheerleader Tryouts    ........................................................................................... 71
	 Cheating ...................................................................................................................... 75
Grade 6 Nonfiction
	 Birthstones .................................................................................................................. 79
	 Dear Audrey  ............................................................................................................... 83
	 Fashion Through the Decades  ..................................................................................... 87
Answer Key........................................................................................................................... 91



© On The Mark Press • S&S Learning Materials		  OTM-1889 • SSR1-89 Just for Girls!

Name:

8

2. What are some reasons     why a person would choose     NOT to have a pet?

1. Describe a pet you have or 

   have had in the past.

3. In your opinion, what animal is    the easiest pet to own?

Tessa Wants a Kitten

4. In your opinion, what animal is 

   the most difficult pet to own?



© On The Mark Press • S&S Learning Materials		  OTM-1889 • SSR1-89 Just for Girls!9

Tessa REALLY wanted a kitten. Her friends all had pets but she had none. No pet, she thought, is 
more adorable and precious than a kitten!
“Kittens scratch!” Mom said.

	 “Kittens become cats!” Dad said.
	 “Kittens stink!” her brother said.
	 But Tessa didn’t care. She wanted a kitten to snuggle 
with at nighttime and to show all her friends. She pleaded 
with her parents on her knees. She even saved money to 
prove how responsible she was. And then, the best day of 
her life arrived. Her parents bought her a kitten, a little 
tawny kitten with four black splotches on her back. Tessa 
loved her instantly. She named her kitten Mirabel.
	 “You have to care for her,” Mom said.
	 “You have to buy the food,” Dad said.
	 “You have to clean the litter box!” her brother said.
	 “I will!” said Tessa. And Tessa did. At least…she tried.
	 Tessa fed Mirabel twice a day. She didn’t realize how 
stinky cat food was!
	 Tessa cleaned the litter box every day. She didn’t 
realize how much kittens pooped!
	 Tessa took Mirabel outdoors. She didn’t realize that kittens could climb trees so well!	

Tessa Wants a Kitten

How do you think Tessa is feeling about having a kitten at this point?

Mirabel scampered up trunks and branches as playful as a squirrel, but unfortunately, she couldn’t get 
down! Tessa had to scale the trees to rescue her. One day Mirabel climbed twenty feet up a cottonwood 
tree! Dad set up his ladder for the rescue, scowling the whole time.
	 The worst problem, though, was that Mirabel refused to sleep in Tessa’s bed. She would hardly even 
sit in Tessa’s lap! And when she did, she clawed, scratched, and bit Tessa. Having a kitten was NOT what 
she imagined.
	 “Still want to feed her?” Mom asked.
	 “Still want to chase her down from trees?” Dad asked.
	 “Still want to clean her poop?” her brother asked.
	 Tessa wasn’t sure anymore. She knew her grandpa adored kittens. Maybe Grandpa could adopt 
Mirabel, and she could just visit!
	 Just then, Mirabel leaped toward Tessa and curled up in her lap. She rested her furry head on 
Tessa’s knee and purred.
	 “Yes,” Tessa decided, then and there. “I still want to feed her and chase her and clean her poop!”
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2. What do you think was 
Tessa’s biggest challenge in 
having a new kitten? Explain 
your answer.

1. What were Tessa’s expectations  

   for a new kitten?

3. What do you predict will happen with       Tessa and her new kitten, Mirabel?

4. Tessa’s family gives her three 

reasons for not getting a kitten 

(they scratch, they become cats, 

they stink). What are some other 

reasons that a family may NOT 

want a kitten?

Tessa Wants a Kitten

5. Describe the ideal pet for you. 

    Draw a picture of it. 

    What is its name?
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   1.  What is a fairy godmother?  

3. What does it mean to have 

a realistic dream? 

2. What are some things that you dream about?

   4. Do you think your dreams are realistic? Explain why or why not.




