
© S&S Learning Materials 1 SSJ1-58

Canadian Comprehension

Grades 3-4

Written by Michael Blackburn

Illustrated by S&S Learning Materials

ISBN 1-55035-749-2

Canadian Comprehension, SSJ1-58

Copyright 2005 S&S Learning Materials

15 Dairy Avenue

Napanee, Ontario

K7R 1M4

All Rights Reserved * Printed in Canada

Permission to Reproduce

Permission is granted to the individual teacher who purchases one copy of this book to reproduce the student activity

material for use in his/her classroom only.  Reproduction of these materials for an entire school or for a school system, or for

other colleagues or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited.  No part of this publication may be transmitted in any form or

by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the publisher.  “We

acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing Industry Development

program for our publishing activities.”

Published in Canada by:

S&S Learning Materials

15 Dairy Avenue

Napanee, Ontario

K7R 1M4

www.sslearning.com



© S&S Learning Materials 3 SSJ1-58

Table of Contents

At A Glance ............................................................................................................... 2

Assessment Rubrics ............................................................................................... 4

Reading

Social Studies

Read Aloud Observation Form ........................................................................... 5

Introduction............................................................................................................. 6

Information Sheets and Activities

Section 1 (Focus:  Provinces, Territories, Capitals; Physical Regions) ........... 7

Section 2 (Focus:  Bodies of Water; Lakes & Rivers) ..................................... 15

Section 3 (Focus:  Pioneer Villages; Provincial Governments) ..................... 23

Section 4 (Focus:  Aboriginal Peoples; Provincial Characteristics) ............... 31

Section 5 (Focus:  Pioneer Settlement; The Canadian Flag) ......................... 39

Section 6 (Focus:  Urban & Rural Communities; The Maple Tree) .............. 48

Section 7 (Focus:  Famous Canadians) .......................................................... 57

Assessments

Reading Assessments ...................................................................................... 66

Writing Assessment ......................................................................................... 73

Social Studies Assessments ............................................................................. 74

Blank Activity Sheet ............................................................................................. 76

Answer Key ............................................................................................................ 77

TM

Canadian
Comprehension



© S&S Learning Materials 7 SSJ1-58

Canada’s Provinces, Territories and Capital Cities

Canada is the second largest country in the world in size.

Although Canada does not have one of the highest populations, it

does have a lot of space!  Canada is divided into ten provinces and

three territories.  The largest province is Québec and the province with

the highest population is Ontario.  The largest territory is also the newest,

Nunavut.

The province that is the farthest east is Newfoundland and

Labrador, and the province that is farthest west is British Columbia.  Each province has its

own flag, flower and motto.  Ontario’s motto is “Yours to Discover”.  The capital of

Canada is the city of Ottawa, which is located in Ontario.

The chart below shows all of the provinces and territories and their capital cities.

Province Capital City

Alberta Edmonton

British Columbia (B.C.) Victoria

Manitoba Winnipeg

New Brunswick Fredericton

Newfoundland and Labrador St. John’s

Nova Scotia Halifax

Ontario Toronto

Prince Edward Island (P.E.I.) Charlottetown

Québec Québec City

Saskatchewan Regina

Territory Capital City

Northwest Territories Yellowknife

Nunavut Iqaluit

Yukon Whitehorse

Section 1 - Provinces, Territories & Capitals:  Gr. 3 Non-Fiction

Canadian Comprehension Information 1
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Provinces, Territories, and Capital Cities

1. Match the province with its capital city.

New Brunswick Edmonton

Alberta Iqaluit

Ontario Fredericton

Nunavut Charlottetown

Prince Edward Island Toronto

2. Which province’s capital city has almost the same name as the

province?

____________________________________________________________________

3. What is the capital of Canada?

____________________________________________________________________

4. What province is the farthest west in Canada?

____________________________________________________________________

5. List three other facts you learned about Canada.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Canadian Comprehension Activity 1

Name: _______________________________________

Section 1 - Provinces, Territories & Capitals:  Gr. 3 Non-Fiction
Literacy Skills:  Reading a Chart, Reading for Detail
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Where Are You From?

Bradley took one last look around his empty room.  He

wandered through the rest of his house, picked up one of the

many boxes and headed out to the moving van.  Bradley’s

mom had received a promotion at work, but that had meant

that the whole family would have to move from their home in

Newfoundland to Toronto, Ontario.  Life in Newfoundland was so

great and Bradley didn’t want to leave because he was worried

about how different it would be in Toronto.  People in

Newfoundland were so friendly, and Bradley was worried that

moving to a big city would mean that the people wouldn’t be nice.  Bradley’s mom and

dad had assured him that friendly people could be found everywhere if you looked for

them.

A few days later, Bradley, his brother, Patrick, and their parents had begun to settle

into their new house.  Bradley would be going to his new school next week.

Monday morning came and Bradley got ready to meet all the new people.  He felt

weird because back in Newfoundland he had never had to make new friends.  He had

gone to school with the same children since kindergarten.  With butterflies in his stomach,

he made his way out the door.

He arrived at school and noticed that everyone seemed to be with a group of

people, and that each group glanced curiously at him as he walked across the

schoolyard.  The bell rang and Bradley made his way inside.  The teacher asked Bradley

to stand up and introduce himself and to tell the class about himself.  He started to say a

few things about his family and their move when he noticed many of the students

snickering quietly.  He quickly finished and sat down.  At recess, Bradley walked around

alone until a couple of children came and talked to him.  He began talking to them and

they laughed again.  Bradley got angry and asked what was going on.  The kids pointed

out that he had an accent.  He thought this was funny because he had thought they

had spoken funny; he told them that they were the ones who spoke differently.  They

talked about other things that seemed different to Bradley now that he was in Ontario

and not Newfoundland.  He was glad to talk about his old home and was even more

excited to learn about his new home, Toronto!

Canadian Comprehension Information 2

Section 1 - Provinces, Territories & Capitals:  Gr. 3 Fiction
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Where Are You From?

1. Where was Bradley from?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

2. Why was Bradley afraid of moving?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

3. Why were the students laughing?  Have you ever been laughed at?

How did you feel?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

4. What is an “accent”?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

5. Have you ever spoken to someone with an accent?  Do you think you

sound like you have an accent?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Canadian Comprehension Activity 2

Name: _______________________________________

Section 1 - Provinces, Territories & Capitals:  Gr. 3 Fiction
Literacy Skill:  Reading for Detail
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